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Enclosure 1 – Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Strategy, Appendices A & B 

Appendix A - Identification of High Priority Actions and Waters  
The Alaska Clean Water Actions (ACWA) process serves to identify those waters that are high priority to address.  Section 3 of the 

Statewide Incorporation of EPA’s Key Elements provides information on the ACWA process; DEC’s biennial Integrated Report 

describes in detail the analysis used to identify which waters are the highest priority and whether the additional information is needed 

for the water (Data Collection and Monitoring Track), whether the water is healthy and has adequate protection (Adequately Protected 

Waters) or is at risk (Protect and Maintain at Risk), or whether the water is polluted (Waterbody Recovery).   DEC’s ACWA web page 

also provides information on the ACWA process and waterbody priorities.   

 

In 2013, approximately 135 waters were identified as a high priority by one or more of the resource agencies.  Of these, almost one-

third is in a protection category, while nearly half are in need of data.  The majority of waters identified by any of the resource 

agencies as in need of restoration have a restoration plan in place.  The lack of waterbody specific analytical data coupled with a large 

number of waters in need of protection, results in Alaska’s Non-Point Source Program needing to use our resources differently than 

national priority requirements.  Alaska needs to place a high priority on data collection and protection activities while still making 

progress on known impairments.   

 

Alaska also needs to implement statewide programs or stewardship actions that are designed to protect a wide range of waters. Finally, 

fostering and maintaining partnerships is a key element in tackling the non-point source problems.   

 

DEC has identified statewide stewardship actions and high priority water actions to protect and restore Alaska’s waters by working 

with local communities to reduce impacts from non-point source pollution.     
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Table 1.  Stewardship Actions for Protection and Restoration 
Stewardship 

Action 

Description Timeframe Measure 

Alaska Clean 

Harbors (ACH) 

program 

The program encourages environmentally sound 

management practices at harbors & marinas by 

offering an official certification and recognition. 

ACH was originally supported as a pilot program 

solely funded by DEC, The program has flourished 

to have two harbors certified and three additional 

harbors working toward certification. DEC will 

continue to support this voluntary pollution 

prevention program by participating in a technical 

advisory committee that reviews and approves 

applications for ACH certification. 

2018  Attend ACH technical advisory committee 

meetings as scheduled, 2-3 per year.  

Assist two more harbors in completing 

ACH certification.  

Reporting on this action will be included 

in Appendix B, Task HM-4. 

Fuel Out, Fish On 

education 

campaign 

DEC will continue to educate Alaska’s boating 

community about clean fueling practices by 

distributing materials and demonstrations at 

community events. This program works toward 

protection and restoration. 

2018 Conduct 1 outreach activity per year. 

 

Provide clean boating education materials 

to all registered boat owners on clean 

boating practices.  

Reporting on this action will be included 

in Appendix B, Task UR-D3 

National Fish 

Habitat Partnership 

DEC will continue to work on these multiagency 

workgroups designed to protect and enhance water 

quality. 

Ongoing Continue to support the development of 

new regional fish habitat partnerships in 

Alaska.  

Reporting on this action will be included 

in Appendix B, Task NPS-E1. 
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Stewardship 

Action 

Description Timeframe Measure 

ACWA grants for 

setback ordinances 

DEC will continue to offer grants to support 

development of local ordinances that restrict 

activities in riparian zones to protect water quality.  

Annual Include this stewardship action in the 

annual ACWA grant solicitation.  

Reporting on this action will be included 

in Appendix B, Task UR-A1. 

ACWA grants for 

stormwater 

management  

DEC will continue to offer grants and technical 

assistance for local efforts to evaluate storm water 

management systems and design controls which 

minimize environmental impact.  DEC will also 

support proper stormwater management to address 

known impairments. 

Annual Include this stewardship action in the 

annual ACWA grant solicitation.  

 

Reporting on this action will be included 

in Appendix B, Task UR-A1. 

Green 

infrastructure 

development 

grants and 

workgroup 

DEC will continue to offer grants and technical 

assistance to implement green infrastructure in 

local projects. 
 
DEC also participates in the Fairbanks Green 

Infrastructure Workgroup, a multi-agency working 

group seeking to increase the number of green 

infrastructure applications in Fairbanks.  DEC will 

continue to support by leading this effort. 

Annual Include this stewardship action in the 

annual ACWA grant solicitation. 

 

2 projects and 1 outreach activity. 

Reporting on this action will be included 

in Table 2 - Chena River Watershed and 

Appendix B - Task UR-A1. 
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Table 2.  High Priority Waters to be Addressed in 2014- 2018 

Waterbody Alaska 

Region 

Alaska ID# Track Proposed Action Timeframe Measure 

Protection and Data Collection Waters 

Chiniak River 

(Kodiak) 

South 

Central 

Not yet 

assigned 

Protect & Maintain 

Waterbodies at 

Risk 

Continue review 

/inspection of 

proposed forestry 

activities 

Annual 2 reviews/ inspections  

Deshka River South 

Central 

20505-010 Protect & Maintain 

Waterbodies at 

Risk 

Data collection 

combined with 

public education 

2020 

 

 

Annual 

 Integrated Report includes 

water quality status decision 
 
1 outreach activity (as part 

of Fuel Out Fish On 

campaign) 

Kenai River South 

Central 

20302-005 Protect & Maintain 

Waterbodies at 

Risk 

Continue to provide 

technical assistance 

to the Kenai River 

Special Management 

Area (KRSMA) 

Advisory Board and 

support water 

quality monitoring.   

Annual 6 KRSMA meetings 

attended 
 
water quality monitoring 

data uploaded to AWQMS 

Ketchikan Creeks 

(Carlanna, 

Hoadley, 

Ketchikan) 

South 

East 

10102-003 

10102-005 

10102-006 

Protect & Maintain 

Waterbodies at 

Risk 

Data collection for 

next 2 years 

2016 Integrated Report includes 

water quality status decision 

Little Susitna 

River 

South 

Central 

20505-004 Protect & Maintain 

Waterbodies at 

Risk 

Public education Annual 1 outreach activity 

conducted (as part of Fuel 

Out Fish On campaign) 

Willow Creek South 

Central 

20505-003 Data Collection 

and Monitoring 

Data collection 2018 Integrated Report includes 

water quality status decision 
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Waterbody Alaska 

Region 

Alaska ID# Track Proposed Action Timeframe Measure 

Impaired/Recovery Waters 

Anchorage Bowl 

Watershed 

(Campbell Creek, 

Campbell Lake,  

Chester Creek, 

Fish Creek, 

Furrow Creek, 

Little Campbell 

Creek, Little 

Rabbit Creek, 

Little Survival 

Creek, Ship Creek, 

University Lake, 

Westchester 

Lagoon, 

Hood/Spenard 

Lake) 

South 

Central 

20401-004 

20401-402 

20401-003  

20401-005  

20401-006  

20401-017  

20401-024  

20401-018  

20401-020  

20401-419  

20401-421  

20401-412  

Waterbody 

Recovery 

Collaboration with 

NRCS; support to 

address impaired 

waters 

Annual 1 BMP installed  

Big Lake South 

Central 

20505-401  

 

Waterbody 

Recovery 

Continue to support 

local group to 

implement recovery 

plans 

Annual 2 outreach activities 

conducted (as part of Fuel 

Out Fish On campaign) 
 

Coffman Cove 

Creeks (4 

unnamed creeks, 

Sweetwater Lake, 

USFS 3030 Road) 

South 

East 

10103-010 

10103-012 

10103-013 

10103-014 

10103-015 

Waterbody 

Recovery 

Data collection 2013 

and 2014, with 

potential delisting in 

2016 Integrated 

Report 

2016 Integrated Report includes 

water quality decision or 

draft 4b/TMDL 
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Waterbody Alaska 

Region 

Alaska ID# Track Proposed Action Timeframe Measure 

Chena River 

Watershed  

(Chena River, 

Chena Slough, 

Noyes Slough) 

Interior 40506-007  

40506-002 

40506-003 

Waterbody 

Recovery (note:  

Hopefully moving 

portions to Protect 

& Maintain at 

Risk) 

Continue to support 

local efforts to 

address impairment 

and institute 

protection measures. 

Annual 1 outreach activity 

conducted 
 
2 Green Infrastructure 

project implemented 

Cottonwood Creek South 

Central 

 Waterbody 

Recovery 

Monitoring, 

collaboration with 

NRCS; Public 

education 

2016 Integrated Report includes 

results of monitoring 

activities 
 
10 creek side homeowners 

reached 
 
1 BMP installed  

Crooked Creek 

Watershed  

(Crooked Creek, 

Bonanza Creek, 

Deadwood Creek, 

Ketchem Creek, 

Mammoth Creek, 

Mastodon Creek, 

Porcupine Creek) 

Interior 40402-010 Waterbody 

Recovery 

Complete data 

collection and 

analysis.  Develop 

recovery plan and/or 

delisting 

documentation. 

2016 (data); 

2018 

(decision) 

Data uploaded to AWQMS 

and/or STORET 

 

TMDL (if needed) 

completed. 

Goldstream Creek Interior 40509-001 Waterbody 

Recovery 

Complete data 

collection and 

analysis.  Develop 

recovery plan and/or 

delisting 

documentation 

2015 TMDL completed  
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Waterbody Alaska 

Region 

Alaska ID# Track Proposed Action Timeframe Measure 

Granite Creek South 

East 

10203-005 Waterbody 

Recovery (note:  

Hopefully moving 

portions to Protect 

& Maintain at 

Risk) 

Revise TMDL, data 

collection, prepare 

delisting document 

2015 TMDL revised 

Juneau Watershed 

(Duck Creek, 

Jordan Creek, 

Lemon Creek, 

Pederson Hill 

Creek, Vanderbilt 

Creek) 

South 

East 

10301-005 

10301-004 

10301-001 

10301-014 

10301-017 

Waterbody 

Recovery 

Support local 

watershed group and 

MOU with City & 

Borough of Juneau 

to implement 

watershed recovery 

and protection 

efforts  

Annual 

 

 

2018 

2  projects and/or project 

reviews conducted 
 
1 water delisted 

Lake Lucille South 

Central 

20505-409 Waterbody 

Recovery 

Develop waterbody 

recovery plan for 

metals in sediment, 

if needed. 

Implement TMDL 

for dissolved 

oxygen. 

2018 Waterbody recovery plan 

completed, if needed 
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Appendix B - High Priority Tasks for 2014-2018 Reporting   
Action Plan Objectives & Tasks Responsible 

Agencies & 

Organizations 

Timeframe 

for 

Completion 

of Action 

Measure/Indicator and 

Reporting Opportunities  

Table 1. Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (NPS)Action Plan  

NPS-A.  Statewide Water Quality Planning  

NPS-A1.  Continue using ACWA to identify Alaskan waters that are 

vulnerable to pollution; waters for protection and waters where additional 

information is needed.  Use ACWA to prioritize waters; manage and share 

information on water quality; and describes how Alaska will implement best 

available technology and management practices to prevent pollution. Use the 

ACWA database to track and plan actions on all nominated ACWA waters, 

those needing restoration, protection, are at risk or where more information is 

needed. Provide the general public with information about AK’s waters. 

DEC, DFG, 

DNR/, Local 

Govts, Coastal 

Districts, 

Tribal orgs, 

NGOs, Fed 

Agencies, 

public 

On-going Annual update of ACWA 

database reports listing 

high priority waters 

available on DEC’s web 

site.  Activity on waters of 

significant public interest 

also highlighted.  

Documentation on the 

status of the highest 

priority waters (Appendix 

A) also provided in NPS 

annual report. 

NPS-B.  Assess water quality on a statewide basis and in targeted watersheds to support watershed planning and restoration 

projects to protect water quality and associated uses, including habitat.   

NPS-B1. For each water identified through the ACWA nomination process, 

within one year of the nomination collect and review available information to 

determine if existing stewardship is sufficient or if there are needs for data 

collection, protection or restoration activities.  If further needs exist, use the 

ACWA ranking process to prioritize the water.  

DEC Ongoing Revised ACWA high 

priority waters list 

incorporates newly 

nominated waters.   

NPS-D.  Support Water Quality Information Management Systems and Monitoring Efforts  

NPS-D1.  Implement a statewide water quality monitoring strategy to assure 

that waters reach or maintain their beneficial uses.  Provide consistent, long 

term training for entities monitoring water quality, such as agencies, local 

governments, businesses and volunteers. 

DEC On-going PPG report; Revised 

strategy to be prepared in 

SFY15 
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Action Plan Objectives & Tasks Responsible 

Agencies & 

Organizations 

Timeframe 

for 

Completion 

of Action 

Measure/Indicator and 

Reporting Opportunities  

NPS-E.  Strengthen partnerships with government and nongovernmental agencies and organizations to improve coordination and 

efficiency and reduce duplication of effort.   

NPS-E1.  Enhance interagency coordination using information provided by 

resource agencies, education and research institutions, non-government 

organizations, and public to set priorities which influences funding allocation.  

DEC, National 

Fish Habitat 

Partnerships,  

On-going Continue to support the 

development of new 

regional fish habitat 

partnerships in Alaska. 

 

NPS Annual Report lists 

local groups support and 

accomplishments. 

Urban and Community Development Action Plan (UR) 

UR-A.  Support local watershed protection efforts and encourage communities and the public to protect their local water resources.   

UR-A1. Support local entities in their actions to develop and implement 

controls for non-point source pollution resulting from both stormwater and on-

site systems.  Actions may include, but not be limited to:  ordinance 

development, construction of engineering controls, enforcement of existing 

controls, and construction of low impact development (LID) facilities, and 

regulation of on-site sewage.  

DEC, Local 

Govts, NGO, 

Mortgage 

lending 

institutions, 

Fairbanks 

Green 

Infrastructure 

working group 

On-going Include stewardship 

actions for setback 

ordinances, stormwater 

management and green 

infrastructure in annual 

ACWA grant solicitation. 

 

NPS Annual Report lists 

local groups support and 

accomplishments. 
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Action Plan Objectives & Tasks Responsible 

Agencies & 

Organizations 

Timeframe 

for 

Completion 

of Action 

Measure/Indicator and 

Reporting Opportunities  

UR-B.  Provide educational, technical and financial assistance to communities to ensure good drinking water and basic sanitation 

and sewage disposal needs are met 

UR-B1. For communities over 5,000 people, work to ensure that practices 

and/or ordinances exist that maintain predevelopment site hydrology and limit 

unnecessary increases of impervious areas that create significant changes in the 

hydrology. In instances where impervious surface is necessary, maintain post 

development average volume and peak run off rates similar to predevelopment 

levels.   

DEC, Local 

Govts 

On-going NPS Annual Report 

describes assistance 

provided. 

UR-C.  Provide tools to incorporate effective water quality protection in land use planning and improved permitting and plan 

review decisions.   

UR-C1.  Provide training materials and list of best management practices 

(BMPs) (or links to other entities providing information) to cities, private 

sector developers and engineers doing construction activities. 

DEC Ongoing 

(one 

additional 

by 2016) 

NPS Annual Report 

http://www.dec.state.ak.us

/water/wnpspc/protection_

restoration/BestMgmtPrac

tices 

UR-D.  Promote educational opportunities to control and abate nonpoint source pollution.  Tasks include: 

UR-D3. Develop and implement at least one program that provides 

education/outreach on reducing the impacts from recreational activities to 

surface waters. 

DEC 2018 Conduct 1 outreach 

activity per year. 

 

Provide clean boating 

education materials to all 

registered boat owners on 

clean boating practices. 

 

NPS Annual Report 
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Forest Practices (FP) Action Plan 
FP-A.  Action Plan Tasks for Forestry Activities on Private, State and other Public Lands.   

FP-A2.  Conduct ongoing, periodic field inspections and compile compliance 

score sheets for timber harvest operations on state, private and municipal lands 

to assess compliance with the FRPA 

DNR, DFG, 

DEC  

Ongoing NPS Annual Report 

Harbors and Marinas Action Plan (HM) 
HM-4.  Continue to participate in the Clean Harbors program.   The Clean 

Harbor program is a voluntary program to reduce pollution from harbor and 

boating activity.   

NGO, 

Harbormasters 

On-going Attend ACH technical 

advisory committee 

meetings as scheduled, 2-

3 per year.  

 

Assist two more harbors 

in completing ACH 

certification.  
 
NPS Annual Report 

HM-5.  For harbors and marinas where fish waste is an issue, work to improve 

fish waste  disposal at one (1) harbor 

DOTPF, DEC 

Local Govts 

2014 NPS Annual Report 

 

Hydromodification Action Plan (HY) 
HY-B.  Channel Modifications And Channelization: 

HY-B3.  Identify, channel segments that have been significantly modified, or 

have significant erosion or habitat impacts, and work with landowners to 

conduct  stream banks for restoration activity.   

DEC, DFG, 

DNR, Federal 

agencies 

On-going NPS Annual Report 

HY-C.  Shoreline and Stream Bank Erosion: 

HY-C3.  Increase public awareness of the characteristics of intact and 

damaged aquatic habitats, the need to protect and restore aquatic habitats, and 

techniques to protect and restore aquatic habitats 

DFG, DEC On-going NPS Annual Report 
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Mining Action Plan (MI)  
MI-1.  Distribute guidelines to help miners, companies, and government land 

managers reclaim mine sites effectively and economically. 

DNR, DEC, 

F&G, Tribes, 

NGO 

On-going NPS Annual Report 

MI-2.  Continue to investigate historic mining operations, conducting sampling 

where feasible. 

DNR, DEC, 

F&G,  

On-going  

MI-3.  Provide technical assistance to miners and landowners in applying and 

complying with reclamation standards. Monitor effectiveness of BMPs 

designed to reduce or control sedimentation from placer and gravel extraction 

activities. 

DNR, DEC, 

F&G,  

2014 Posted on DEC web site 

MI-4.  Continue evaluation of effectiveness of BMPs, and develop improved 

BMPs where necessary. 

DNR, DEC,  On-going Posted on DEC web site 

 

Roads, Highways, and Bridges Action Plan (RHB) 
RHB-1.  Work with local communities and agencies to incorporate pollution 

prevention procedures into road operation and maintenance, and design/ 

construct structures to minimize environmental impact. 

DOT&PF, 

DEC, Local 

Governments, 

Federal 

agencies 

On-going NPS Report. 

Number of Agencies and 

communities which 

incorporated pollution 

prevention procedures 

 
 


